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By Michael Getler
Washington Post Porelgn Service
LONDON, July 16—British Prime
Minister Margaret Thatcher, beset
with problems from stnkmg coal min-
{=ers and dockers, today suffered anoth-
er labor setback when a court ruled
that she acted 1llegally in January in
bannmg trade unions from the govern-
ment’s super-secret electronic intel-
1 higence gathering center.
" 'The government communications
| center at Cheltenham, known as
i GCHQ, is similar to the top-secret
: U;S. National Security Agency head-
: quartered in Maryland. The two cen-
| ters, which manage electronic eaves-
! dfoppmg installations around the
Lw rld, work closely together.
; 1Although the United States has de-

nied that it exerted pressure on the.

n British government to keep unions out
! of'Cheltenham, it was widely reported
‘ here in January that U. S. security au-
' thormes feared security leaks and
¢ wznted British authorities to be able
! to use lie detector tests on employes,
' sornethmg that the unions were sure
! toloppose. - -

Commentators here already are
sphculatmg that today’s decision by
Lthon high court judge Iain Glide-
well could lead to reluctance on the
' part of the Americans to share some
! sensitive intelligence.

* *4The government said tonight that
'rt will appeal the court ruling Tues-
, Reuter reported.]

Amxd considerable popular, polmcal
}anki labor opposition, Thatcher im-
rpc§ed a ban on cvil service union
pmembershxp at the center on Jan. 25.
*She argued that the center’s vital in-
 telligence role demanded that its work
*be protected against interruption by
lstnkes or labor disputes. At the time,
{the government offered workers at

the center the choice of resigning
rtheir union membership in return for
+$1,300, being sent elsewhere to an-
»other job or facing dismissal.
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i Today's court ruhng in effect up-
+held the government's contention that
yit has power to exclude civil servants
;from union membership in some
;cases, but the court found that the
fway the government went about it in
rthe Cheltenham case was unlawful.

rThe judge said that the government's
failure to consult the unions and the

. CHGQ staff first had breached the

““rules of natural justice® and taken
away their fundamental rights.

The decision, which came as a sur-
‘prise, was an embarrassment to
Thatcher. The leader of the opposi-
tion Social Democratic Party, David
Owen, said “never in our history has a
British Prime Minister been found
guilty in a British court of law and
been placed in the dock in this way.”

However, even if the appeal fails,
today’s decision appears to leave open
the possibility that the government
can maintain the union ban by simply
consulting the center's staff and
unions first before reimposing it.

The ban reportedly will remain in
effect pending the appeal.

Meanwhile, Thatcher appears to be
headed for another challenge over the
activities of the former chief of British

counterintelligence from 1956-1965,
Sir Roger Hollis. In 1981, Thatcher
told Parliament that no conclusive ev-
idence had been developed that Hollis,
who died in 1973, had been a Russian
Spy.

But in a television program to be
broadcast tonight, Peter Wright, the
former government intelligence offi-
cial who investigated the Hollis case
for four years, says that “it was 99
percent certain that he was a spy.”

Wright calls the government stance
“a masterly piece of Whitehall decep-
tion, because there were three inde-

" pendent inquiries in succession ...
" and all concluded that there was se-

rious penetration.” .

But at another point he claims that
no prime minister had ever been given
the full details of what really hap-
pened.
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